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ADVERTISEMENT

If cabin fever has you down and growing some wildflowers is on your wish
list, Miriam Goldberger’s new book, “Taming Wildflowers: Bringing the
Beauty and Splendor of Nature’s Blooms Into Your Own Backyard” (St.
Lynn’s Press $18.95), is a must read.

In fewer than 200 colorful pages, Goldberger explains how to grow, design,
decorate, arrange and love the flowers that were here when the Pilgrims
arrived and deserve to part of any sustainable and healthy ecosystem. And
her sense of humor and comfortable style of writing make it fun read. She’s
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Some call them weeds, but others treasure wildflowers. (Stock Xchange)

 
52

Recommend

 Tweet 0

 Email

Print

 7 
Fri

 8 
Sat

 9 
Sun

 10 
Mon

 11 
Tue

 All 
events

ADVERTISEMENT

Events Calendar

Add an Event | More

Top events  Music  Sports & Outdoors  Restaurants  

Performing Arts  Community  Detroit events  Movies

Weekend Planner

What's going on? Check the Events Calendar first!

What's playing? Check the Movie Finder for details

Leaving town? For listings of Michigan events and

Johnny Winter "Down and…
Sunday, Mar 16, 7:30 pm
Callahan's Music Hall, Auburn Hills

Emmylou Harris
Monday, Apr 7, 7:00 pm
Royal Oak Music Theatre, Royal Oak

Artie Lange
Saturday, Apr 12, 8:00 pm
Royal Oak Music Theatre, Royal Oak

ADVERTISEMENT

HomestyleLifestyleHome

TRENDING TOPICS GILBERT & ILITCHES LIDSTROM UAW CUSHINGBERRY DAVID LEGWAND I-96 CLOSURE MOUNT MICHMORE



Lifestyle Homestyle

News Sports Business + Autos Entertainment + Lifestyle Opinion Multimedia

eEdition Stay Connected Customer Service Advertise ShoppingCarsJobsHomesClassifieds

http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFkXtzOcZU4XVMcmAwgH20oHYBPPVl4lA2929640BCxABINLsuw1g_bCUgegDoAG9hoXcA8gBCeACAKgDAaoE1gFP0Movc702dZ9pS3pL2l3EtdXp_pGNCgGjnKSwwuRuGJgFUq2wC7IrM3N4VsP8a8mh-ux-XWC1zAwcBHs5rw3riOMujNd1ceUy4TWrlQNGMCK1wVnkmDcdMwYTWCXCr-UUww3aH6eTrNwC9KuppkqkzSNXzTtYXK8pWsBDrfj75x0Bv_EwuSHHf9SHgDQCVRXCjrSRtka1KLxHrR2JzrYhQsHzMZyzk3C9xUn2FgwlOq7SF6c6g8D9FxUhOk8NyEvxi0R5YNUbwtk6jb9PmaiJnmpfvrSi4AQBiAYBoAYRgAer-foj&num=1&cid=5Gh8bWU0092ggDWaGa2dd_Bj&sig=AOD64_21L2LNewoNzd3m3bEw069Zv6iwaQ&client=ca-pub-5717092533913515&adurl=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3f0b/2/0/%2a/n%3B279285988%3B0-0%3B0%3B106382884%3B3454-728/90%3B57395439/57284530/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.zulily.com/e/clarks-71214.html?tid=9405526
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20140228%2FLIFESTYLE01%2F302280012%2FNew-book-helps-you-go-wild-wildflowers&related=Lifestyle&text=New%20book%20helps%20you%20go%20wild%20for%20wildflowers&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20140228%2FLIFESTYLE01%2F302280012
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20140228%2FLIFESTYLE01%2F302280012%2FNew-book-helps-you-go-wild-wildflowers&related=Lifestyle&text=New%20book%20helps%20you%20go%20wild%20for%20wildflowers&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20140228%2FLIFESTYLE01%2F302280012
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20140228%2FLIFESTYLE01%2F302280012%2FNew-book-helps-you-go-wild-wildflowers&related=Lifestyle&text=New%20book%20helps%20you%20go%20wild%20for%20wildflowers&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20140228%2FLIFESTYLE01%2F302280012
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20140228%2FLIFESTYLE01%2F302280012
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Farticle%2F20140228%2FLIFESTYLE01%2F302280012&media=http%3A//cmsimg.detnews.com/apps/pbcsi.dll/bilde%3FSite%3DC3%26Date%3D20140228%26Category%3DLIFESTYLE01%26ArtNo%3D302280012%26Ref%3DAR&guid=Uu_Fd0Mqwc_3-0&description=New book helps you go wild for wildflowers
javascript:void(null);
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140228/LIFESTYLE01/302280012/
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Today
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Today
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Today
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Tomorrow
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Tomorrow
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Tomorrow
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Sunday
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Sunday
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Sunday
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Monday
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Monday
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Monday
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Tuesday
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Tuesday
http://events.detnews.com/search?swhat=&st=event&swhen=Tuesday
http://events.detnews.com/
http://events.detnews.com/
http://events.detnews.com/
http://events.detnews.com/listings
http://events.detnews.com/
http://events.detroitnews.com/
http://events.detroitnews.com/
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=7&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=7&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=9&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=9&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=6&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=6&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=8&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=8&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=2&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?cat=2&swhere=Detroit%2C+MI&srad=45.0&st=event&svt=text&search=true
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?city=Detroit&new=n
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?city=Detroit&new=n
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?st_select=movie&swhen=this+week
http://events.detroitnews.com/search?st_select=movie&swhen=this+week
http://events.detnews.com/
http://events.detnews.com/
http://events.detnews.com/movies
http://events.detnews.com/movies
http://www.michigan.org/Things-to-Do/Default.aspx
http://www.michigan.org/Things-to-Do/Default.aspx
http://events.detnews.com/auburn_hills_mi/events/show/369612553-johnny-winter-down-and-dirty-live
http://events.detnews.com/royal_oak_mi/events/show/369414292-emmylou-harris
http://events.detnews.com/royal_oak_mi/events/show/369236934-artie-lange
http://events.detnews.com/auburn_hills_mi/events/show/369612553-johnny-winter-down-and-dirty-live
http://events.detnews.com/auburn_hills_mi/events/show/369612553-johnny-winter-down-and-dirty-live
http://events.detnews.com/auburn_hills_mi/venues/show/478038-callahans-music-hall
http://events.detnews.com/royal_oak_mi/events/show/369414292-emmylou-harris
http://events.detnews.com/royal_oak_mi/events/show/369414292-emmylou-harris
http://events.detnews.com/royal_oak_mi/venues/show/268166-royal-oak-music-theatre
http://events.detnews.com/royal_oak_mi/events/show/369236934-artie-lange
http://events.detnews.com/royal_oak_mi/events/show/369236934-artie-lange
http://events.detnews.com/royal_oak_mi/venues/show/268166-royal-oak-music-theatre
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/LIFESTYLE01
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/LIFESTYLE01
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/LIFESTYLE
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/LIFESTYLE
http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140306/BIZ03/303060035
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140306/SPORTS0103/303060033
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140306/OPINION/303060004
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140306/METRO01/303060038/
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140305/SPORTS0103/303050091
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140306/METRO05/303060039
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140306/LIFESTYLE/303060036
http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/LIFESTYLE
http://www.detroitnews.com/section/LIFESTYLE01
http://goo.gl/nHM97
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CPNVpzOcZU47zL5CpwAH15YDIBsjW56QEAAAQASCotLwVUPzo16f9_____wFg_bCUgegDyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoE5AFP0NtDRXr5ilGofKQgbyPw8_AP9QTd7p5XMAphXwqohg3SJX0boMdO0gGhxiXJys8IBdqa8TpBYAzL2M-63pIH-l6ZXyHlq3aW4c89tcJRLYOOt5QOBfY7D1fVyPmKg-52PAsrWQk8kLboi4IehPgHs9VbtpYfio1Gj4pAt-3y0jbYz8aSVLheTv_QbA2pwncmc2DUk-Qyh8fVg7i5FJw19L55KKF2TkrySj6acPjw0lM9rLs7Ww2BwVvU3Yv2SMGiEiYNK5haUnxG0gI3GZpOpgMKFleC3chye5BAjodbcb5UZJzgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_2N2Y22bu1KqqowJCdD58-o3tQEoA&client=ca-pub-7521520845913646&adurl=http://www.michigan.com/homes
http://detroitnews.com/e
http://www.michiganmediasolutions.com/
http://www.michiganmediasolutions.com/


New book helps you go wild for wildflowers | The Detroit News

http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140228/LIFESTYLE01/302280012/New-book-helps-you-go-wild-wildflowers[3/7/2014 10:38:57 AM]

The Detroit News aims to provide a forum that fosters smart, civil discussions on the news and
events that we cover. The News will not condone personal attacks, off topic posts or brutish
language on our site. If you find a comment that you believe violates these standards, please
click the "X" in the upper right corner of the post to report it.

POLICIES
Community Policy
Privacy Policy
Terms of Service

Join the Conversation

1:00 AM

Designers use similar pieces to create

1:00 AM

Jocelynn Brown: Make
shopping for fabric a real

1:00 AM

Welcome Mat: The latest
and greatest for your

More From Homestyle

not a “my way or the highway” kind of gal.

Goldberger grows and sells her beloved native wildflowers, nonnatives and
nativars on her 100-acre Wildflower Farm in Ontario, Canada, so her
advice comes from her experiences, not from other books.

Her listing of 60 perennials, chosen for their ease of growing, also includes
the states in which they’re indigenous and other important details.

While it’s way too early to plant annual flower seeds — Jeff Ball and I
always started our tomatoes and other annuals just four to six weeks prior
to outdoor planting dates — Goldberger’s method of planting perennials by
cold stratifying them in the refrigerator for six to eight weeks is still doable.

Goldberger also gives a shout-out to the nonnative cutting garden she calls
“her dirty little addiction.” Think cosmos, zinnias and snapdragons. Her
favorites are listed along with a quick paragraph on their needs — uber
nutritious soil (compost), water, dead heading and more. But let’s face it, all
that effort is worth it if knock-your-socks off color is what you are looking
for.

You really don’t need a half-acre plot to grow these lovelies. Mixing
wildflowers with veggies, adding them to perennial borders and sticking
them in containers are all options, Goldberger says. And they attract
important pollinators that keep the vegetables and fruits coming.

If there is a wedding in your future and the thought of using wildflowers as
a theme is part of the mix, this is a perfect book to help you grow and plan
your decor, and now is the time to start.

In the back of the book, Goldberger includes listings of wildflowers and
native grasses by soil types that include clay, sandy dry and loam, so you
don’t waste your time planting something that will not thrive in your patch.

For more information, a resource guide and the selected bibliography for all
the material used in this book, go to www.tamingwildflowers.com.

Nancy Szerlag is a master gardener and a Metro Detroit freelance writer.
Her column appears Fridays in Homestyle. To ask her a question go to
Yardener.com and click on Ask Nancy. You can also read her previous
columns at detroitnews.com/homestyle.
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